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Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Ha’Olam,
Asher Kideshanu BeMitzvotav VeTzivanu, La’asok BeDivrei Torah!

Blessed are You, Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe,
Who has made us holy with Mitzvot and commands us to be busy with Torah!

Text A: Deuteronomy 29:9-14

You stand this day, all of you, before the Lord your
God, your tribal heads, your elders and your officials,
all the men of Israel, your children, your wives, even
the stranger within your camp, from woodchopper
to water-drawer, to enter into the covenant of the
Lord your God, which the Lord your God is
concluding with you this day, with its sanctions; to
the end that God may establish you this day as God's
people and be your God, as God promised you and
swore to your ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. |
make this covenant, with its sanctions, not with you
alone, but both with those who are standing here
with us this day before the Lord your God and with
those who are not with us here this day.

Text B: Deuteronomy 4:1-8

And now, O Israel, give heed to the laws and rules
that I am instructing you to observe, so that you may
live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the
God of your ancestors, is giving you. You shall not
add anything to what | command you or take
anything away from it, but keep the commandments
of the Lord your God that | enjoin upon you. You
saw with your own eyes that the Lord did in the
matter of Ba’al Pe’or; that the Lord your God wiped
out from among you every person who followed
Ba’al Pe’or; while you, who held fast to the Lord your
God are all alive today. s See, | have imparted to you
laws and rules, as the Lord my God has commanded
me, for you to abide by in the land that you are
about to enter and occupy. Observe them faithfully,
for that will be proof of your wisdom and
discernment to other peoples, who on hearing of all
these laws will say, “Surely that great nation is a wise
and discerning people.” For what great nation is
there that has a god so close at hand as is the Lord
our God whenever we call upon God? Or what great
nation has laws and rules as perfect as all this
Torah/Teaching that | set before you this day?
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Text C: Numbers 27:1-11

The daughters of Zelophehad, of Manassite family -
son of Hepher son of Gilead son of Machir son of
Manasseh son of Joseph - came forward. The names
of the daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Tirzah. They stood before Moses,
Eleazar the priest, the chieftains, and the whole
assembly, at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting,
and they said, "Our father died in the wilderness. He
was not one of the faction, Korah's faction, which
banded together against the Lord, but died for his
own sin; and he has left no sons. Let not our father's
name be lost to his clan just because he had no son!
Give us a holding among our father's kinsmen!"
Moses brought their case before the Lord. And the
Lord said to Moses, "The plea of Zelophehad's
daughters is just: you should give them a hereditary
holding among their father's kinsmen; transfer their
father's share to them. Further, speak to the Israelite
people as follows: 'If a man dies without leaving a
son, you shall transfer his property to his daughter. If
he has no daughter, you shall assign his property to
his brothers. If he has no brothers, you shall assign
his property to his father's brothers. If his father had
no brothers, you shall assign his property to his
nearest relative in his own clan, and he shall inherit
it.' This shall be the law of procedure for the
Israelites, in accordance with the Lord's command to
Moses."

Text D: Deuteronomy 17:8-13

If a case is too baffling for you to decide, be it a
controversy over homicide, civil law, or assault -
matters of dispute in your courts - you shall promptly
repair to the place that the Lord your God will have
chosen, and appear before the levitical priests, or the
magistrate in charge at the time, and present your
problem. When they have announced to you the
verdict in the case, you shall carry out the verdict that
is announced to you from that place that the Lord
chose, observing scrupulously all their instructions to
you. You shall act in accordance with the instructions
given you and the ruling handed down to you; you
must not deviate from the verdict that they announce
to you either to the right or to the left. Should a man
act presumptuously and disregard the priest charged
with serving there the Lord your God, or the
magistrate, that man shall die. Thus you will sweep out
evil from Israel: all the people will hear and be afraid
and will not act presumptuously again.
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Text E: Abraham Joshua Heschel, God in Search of Man, p. 217

And yet mere attachment to events does not fully express the essence of Jewish living. Event is a formal
category, describing the fact of pure happening. However, to speak of a pure event, of an event in and by
itself, is to speak of an artificial abstraction that exists nowhere except in the minds of some theologians.
The moment of revelation must not be separated from the content or substance of revelation. Loyalty to
the norms and thoughts conveyed in the event is as essential as the reality of the event. Acceptance was
not complete, the fulfillment has not occurred. The decisive moment is yet to come. The event must be
fulfilled, not only believed in. What was expected at Sinai comes about in a moment of a good deed. A
commandment is a foresight, a deed is a fulfillment. The deed completes the event. Revelation is but a
beginning, our deeds must continue, our lives must complete it.

We must not idolize the moment or the event. The will of God is eternal, transcending all moments, all
events, including acts of revelation. The significance of time depends upon what is done in time in
relation to [God’s] will. The moment at Sinai depends for its fulfillment upon the present moment, upon
all moments. Had Israel been disloyal subsequent to Sinai, that great moment would have been deprived
of all meaning. The Tablets are broken whenever the golden calf is called into being. We believe that
every hour is endowed with the power to lend meaning to — or withhold meaning from — all other hours.

Text F: Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Ko/ Dodi Dofek: It Is the Voice of My Beloved That Knocketh

THE COVENANT OF FATE: What is the nature of a covenant of fate? Fate in the life of a people,
as in the life of an individual, signifies an existence of compulsion. A strange necessity binds the
particulars into one whole. The individual, against his will, is subjected and subjugated to the
national, fate-laden reality. He cannot evade this reality and become assimilated into some
other different reality. The environment spits out the Jew who flees from the presence of the
Lord, and he is bestirred from his slumber in the same manner as the prophet Jonah, who
awoke upon hearing the voice of the ship's captain demanding that he identify himself in both
personal and national-religious terms.

THE COVENANT OF DESTINY: What is the nature of the covenant of destiny? Destiny in the life of
a people, as in the life of an individual, signifies a deliberate and conscious existence that the
people has chosen out of its own free will and in which it finds the full realization of its historical
being. Its existence, in place of simply being the experience of an unalterable reality into which
the people has been thrust, now appears as the experience of an act possessing teleological
dimensions, replete with movement, ascent, striving, and attaining. The people is embedded in
its destiny as a result of its longing for a refined, substantive, and purposeful existence. Destiny
is the flowing spring of the people's unique exaltation: it is the unceasing stream of supernal
influence that will never dry up as long as the people charts its path in accordance with the
divine Law. A life of destiny is a life with direction; it is the fruit of cognitive readiness and free
choice.



